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The Golden Age of Televisions

Philip Collins: The Golden Age of Televisions before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Golden Age of Televisions:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. He loved it!By Mary Joanna DavisGift for hubby, who'sa TV
collector. He loved it! 1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great pictures, okay text...By A CustomerThe
Golden Age of Television isthe latest "picture book" from Philip Collins (author of the well-known "Radios: The
Golden Age" and "Radio Redux"), this time focusing on classic television sets from the 20'sto the early '90s. | say
"picture book™" because Collins' books are always scant on text -- he's only written 3 pages of text on television design,
the rest devoted to synopses about important TV "events' -- but the pictures (by Garry Brod) are what make the book.
And what great pictures! The book isapictorial survey of television design from its beginnings. A lot of the trendsin
television are implied, like the pictures that show the evolution in design that lead to the famous Philco Predictas of
1958-59. The pictures are stellar, accompanied by contemporary magazine covers, ads and cartoons. Still, you
sometimes wish Collins would spend more time getting things straight. For example, its a bit incongruous reading all
about "American know-how" followed by several pages of English-made sets, or to see a picture of Phil Silver's"Sgt.
Bilko" appear on apair of British-made sets from the early 50's. | ended up buying my copy from the States (online
through .com) because General Publishing had not yet secured a Canadian distributor. Thisis one of the first books
aimed at the non-specialist that will undoubtedly help raise interest in the field. Books like this remind us of the times
when TV setswere not just the flat monitors they are today, but when they had real character.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Great pictures but where are the descriptions?By A CustomerBoy, does this bring back
memories, and although | did not see any of the severa different setsthat | grew up with in the 50's and 60's, there
were some models here that were very familiar to me. Philip Colins and Gary Brod have done this creatively but
without clear objective. | constantly found myself wishing for more descriptions of the various models. | had some real
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questions about them, and felt alittle cheated that there was not more information about how they cameto be. | did not

need the information about television events -- where does one begin? Mr. Colins gave us afew, but it islike having 3

pieces to a 6,000- piece puzzle. The photos were great, however, and now | would like to see their book "Radios: The
Golden Age."

From the smallest screens to futuristic designs that never quite took off, to wooden cabinets rivaling the finest
furniture, rare collectible televisions have been gathered together by noted visual historian Philip Collins with his
customary style and insight. The Golden Age of Televisions features an amazing collection of photographs of these
early machines that evoke a time when the television was more than merely a box or a screen--it was the center of
every home. 100 color photos. National print coverage.



