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M.C. Bishop : The Gladius: The Roman Short Sword (Weapon)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Gladius: The Roman Short Sword (Weapon): 

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Functional perfection...By HMS WarspiteThis Osprey Weapon 
Series Book has everything you may have ever wanted to know about the classic Roman short sword called the 

gladius, carried for centuries by soldiers of the Roman legions . Author M.C. Bishop brings in depth expertise to the 
discussion of the gladius, from its development to its use in battle to its effect on the history of the Roman Empire. He 
cleverly weaves together archeology, classical writings, and modern scholarship on the Roman Legions to deliver his 

narrative. That narrative is nicely supported by an excellent collection of ancient art and modern photographs and 
illustrations. Highly recommended to the keen student of the Roman way of war.0 of 0 people found the following 

review helpful. Add this to your library. If you do research ...By Ed S.Add this to your library. If you do research on 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1472815858


this topic, start here. Use the information. If more information is needed, follow the links. This is a much faster 
research method than scanning other works, as they are organized for their topic.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. The Tip of the Sword that led Rome to dominate the World.By David B. WilliamsThis work well 

describes the Roman Short Sword, its evolution and use to become the world's leading individual weapon for ove five 
centuries. In close combat, it had no equal.

One of the most feared weapons in the ancient world, the gladius was lethal both on the battlefield and in the arena. 
Literary sources tell of the terror it inspired, while archaeological evidence of wounds inflicted is testament to its 

deadly effect. By pulling together strands of literary, sculptural, and archaeological evidence, renowned expert M.C. 
Bishop creates a narrative of the gladius' development, exploring the way in which the shape of the short sword 
changed as soldiers and gladiators evolved their fighting style.Drawing together historical accounts, excavated 

artifacts, and the results of the latest scientific analyses of the blades, this volume reveals the development, 
technology, training and use of the gladius hispaniensis: the sword that conquered the Mediterranean.

"I found the section on Manufacture quite enlightening as M. C. Bishop utilizes scientific analysis of the blades to 
further understanding the evolution of the gladius." - IPMS/USAAbout the AuthorWriter, publisher, and archaeologist 
M.C. Bishop is an authority of Ancient Rome at war, with an emphasis on arms and armor. He has written, co-written, 
or edited dozens of books and articles on the subject, and leads tours of Hadrian's Wall and other Roman sites. This is 

his first book for Osprey.Peter Dennis studied illustration at Liverpool Art College. Peter has since contributed to 
hundreds of books, including many Osprey titles. He is based in Nottinghamshire, UK. 


