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Michael Karl Witzel : The American Gas Station: History and Folklore of Gas Stations in America  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The American Gas Station: 

History and Folklore of Gas Stations in America: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Otherwise a good book.By Donald L. CoxI was looking for 
information on the Flying "A" gas stations and this had no information of them. Otherwise a good book.24 of 24 

people found the following review helpful. This book gives the definitive history of the gas station.By A CustomerDo 
you know when and where the first oil well was found? Did you know that in the early 1900's any shopkeeper with a 

curb and an idea could have his own commercial gas pump? Do you know what a lubester is? If these answers interest 
you, as well as the history of the rise of the gas station as we know it, check out The American Gas Station. Michael 
Witzel takes readers on a hundred fifty year tour of the gas and oil business, from the first gush in Titusville, PA, to 
the breakup of Standard Oil Company to the advent of self-service stations. Lots of interesting information and great 
photos - a treat for any automotive enthusiast. - Leila Dunbar, writer, Mobilia.com0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy John MasonThis book did not disappoint, was what I was expecting, history and plenty 

of great photos.
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Our best-selling book on American car culture is now available in this new paperback edition! The American Gas 
Station is a nostalgic history of the service station and the American car culture it helped create. An exceptional 

chronicle of the birth of roadside architecture, the development of gasoline pumps, corporate trademarks, and gas 
station memorabilia.

From the curbside gas pumps of the 1920s, to the full-service, uniformed attendants of the 1930s-50s, to today's self-
service stations, Witzel thoroughly educates the reader about the history of a little considered, but important need for 
the motoring public. The text is well written and traces the gas station's history chronologically, while the illustrations 

provide the reader with a poignant reminder of a time when many things in life were much simpler. -- Vette 
Magazine - Book of the Month, September 1997About the Author Mike Witzel is the award-winning author of more 

than two dozen books, including the MBI bestsellers Route 66 Remembered, The American Gas Station, The 
American Diner, and, most recently, Legendary Route 66. He has appeared on Discovery Channels Worlds Top Ten 

Fast Food Restaurants and Tailfins and Drive-ins; Food Networks Unwrapped: Drive-In Restaurants; and History 
Channels American Eats: History on a Bun. 


