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Robert Baden-Powell : Scouting for Boys: A Handbook for Instruction in Good Citizenship  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Scouting for Boys: A Handbook for 

Instruction in Good Citizenship: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The introduction alone is worth the purchase priceBy Christopher 
O#39;NeilThe B-P text aside (as expected, no further comment), the intro, notes, c. by the author made this THE best 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0192802461


edition to buy.As an old scout myself, I was somewhat doubtful of an analysis by a female, but whoever gave her the 
task was as much a genius as she is. South African Dutch, female, post-colonial Oxford expert.... touches all the bases 

one hadn't thought existed. Erudite, bottom line.Bought a cheap used copy to read, but will be buying a collector's-
grade for posterity. Fave quote: "Dispatch running practice is carried out using disguises, except, self-evidently, 

'dressing up as a woman'."5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Love Scouting? this book is for you!By 
David J. FernandesThis is the original Scout Handbook. Scouting was started in England by Robert Baden-Powell. If 

you love Scouting this is the real deal ,the original guide for Scouting. Read this and get an idea of what scoutings 
founder had in mind. I have been involved in Scouting off and on(more on than off) since 1974 and this provided me 

with a glimse inside the world Baden -Powell lived in and what he intended for scouting. the best summary of his 
visioin that I can come up with is from Shakespeare"We few,we happy few,we band of brothers." All Scout leaders 

should read this.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Not so lightBy Ec Carlos TroyaAs a former reader 
of new editions of THE book for Scouting I was so pleased to put my hands in such a "relic" eager to analyze the 

perspective of the early 20th century. But from the beginning, the introduction by Elleke Boehmer was a cold bath, 
opening eyes to practical matters relative to the personality of B.P. or maybe the studied and straight actions and 
decisions taken by the founder in a lot of ways to start and continue the scout movement; introduction that'll be a 

weight through all the reading. In a positive way, though, you'll be able to see through the eyes of a defender of the 
British Empire in a haste to change the laziness of the youth in his time and encouraging to get up and "move the feet" 
using all the tools learned in campaing: scouting, hiking, camping, study and respect of Nature, development of skills 
in handicrafts, knots, wood constructions, bonfires, etc. You'll have a clear sample of the real start and a glance of the 

problems with it.

A startling amalgam of Zulu war-cry and Sherlock Holmes, of practical tips on health and hygiene and object lessons 
in woodcraft, Scouting for Boys (1908) is the original blueprint and inspiration for the Boy Scout Movement. An all-
time bestseller in the English-speaking world, second in its heyday only to the Bible, it is one of the most influential 

manuals for youth ever published, known and loved around the world. Including all of Baden-Powell's original 
illustrations, this new critical edition of Scouting for Boys serves up a wonderful hodge-podge of true crime stories, 
stern moralizing, stock adventure tales, natural history, first-aid tips, advice on observation and tracking, and much 

more. Readers will find a roughly composed pastiche of jingoist lore and tracker legend, padded with lengthy 
quotations from adventure fiction--from Rudyard Kipling and James Fenimore Cooper, to Alexander Dumas and 

Arthur Conan Doyle--and seamed through with the multiple anxieties of its time: fears of degeneration ("the fall of the 
Roman empire was due to bad citizenship") and a constant worry over imminent war. Alongside practical instructions 

on how to light fires, build a boat, or stalk animals (or men), it includes sections on chivalry, self-discipline, self-
improvement, and citizenship. Indeed, the book brims with Baden-Powell's philosophy of life, one that replaces self 
with service, puts country before the individual, and duty above all. The introduction by Elleke Boehmer illuminates 
the book's maverick complexity and her notes clarify obscure references. Though almost a century old, Scouting for 
Boys continues to fascinate, surprise, and motivate readers today. It will delight anyone interested in popular culture, 

Victorian history, and literature for children.

"Edited, annotated and introduced by Elleke Boehmer, professor of colonial and post-colonial literature at Nottingham 
Trent University in England, this fascinating volume tells us alot about Baden-Powell, his movements and even to 

some extent the particular point in time when scouting was born"--Washington Times "Scouting for Boys was written 
in the spirit of Peter Pan and Kipling's Kim; the games and plays and campfire stories are full of good ideas and good 

fun. The chapters on tracking, woodcraft, camp life and chivalry are full of simple (sometimes lifesaving) bits of 
practical information and exercises that teach children how to be observant, courteous and innovative."--Los Angeles 

TimesAbout the AuthorElleke Boehmer is Hildred Carlile Professor in English at Royal Holloway, University of 
London. She is the author of many books and articles on postcolonial writing and theory. She has also written short 

stories and three novels, most recently Bloodlines. 


