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Bob Johnson : San Jose (Postcard History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised San Jose (Postcard History): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful giftBy Joe VazquezThis was a fantastic gift, growing 
up in San Jose, many memories were brought to mind. I was able to see many places that I remember my dad referring 
to.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Sentimental JourneyBy Don CamptonThis is a great little book 
that documents some of the classic buildings and architecture of San Jose prior to WWII. Unfortunately, most of those 
buildings were destroyed by fire, the April 1906 earthquake, or were demolished in the name of "progress" and urban 
development. All current and former residents of San Jose would enjoy this book, almost like watching a sentimental, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=073858083X


tear jerker movie. It is so sad to see what we have lost from yesteryear. But through Bob Johnson's fine little book, we 
can all cherish those great buildings and places of the past via his postcard history.

Founded by the Spanish in 1777 to provide food for the military settlements in Monterey and San Francisco, San Jose 
is the oldest civilian settlement in California. After independence from Mexico, San Jose became the county seat of 
Santa Clara County and the first state capital. For many years, San Jose was the center of a rich farming community 
whose vistas of blooming orchards prompted the nickname "Valley of Heart's Delight." Following World War II, a 

massive transformation took place in the landscape and culture of San Jose and the surrounding area. Fields and 
orchards gave way to subdivisions, malls, freeways, and office buildings. The population grew from less than 100,000 

to over a million as agriculture was supplanted by semiconductors and software development.

About the AuthorBob Johnson has assembled a collection of historic postcards to portray San Jose in the years before 
the transformation from agriculture to high technology. Bob is a retired local history librarian and coauthor of the 

Arcadia publication San Jose's Historic Downtown. 


