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upon General Gates immediately on the business of my mission, but was sorry to find his idea did not correspond with 
yours, for drawing off the number of troops you directed. I used every argument in my power to convince him of the 
propriety of the measure, but he was inflexible in the opinion that two brigades, at least, of continental troops should 

remain in and near this place. His reasons were, that the intelligence of Sir Henry Clinton's having gone to join Howe, 
was not sufficiently authenticated to put it out of doubt; that there was, therefore, a possibility of his returning up the 

river, which might expose the finest arsenal in America, ( as he calls the one here ), to destruction, should this place be 
left so bare of troops as I proposed, and that the want of convenience and the difficulty of the roads would make it 

impossible to remove artillery and stores for a considerable time; that the New England States would be left open to 
the depredations and ravages of the enemy; that it would put it out of his power to enterprise anything against 

Ticonderoga, which he thinks might be done in the winter, and which he considers it of importance to undertake. The 
force of these reasons did by no means strike me; and I did everything in my power to show that they were 

unsubstantial; but all I could effect was, to have one brigade despatched, in addition to those already marched. I found 
myself infinitely embarrassed, and was at a loss how to act. I felt the importance of strengthening you as much as 

possible; but, on the other hand, I found insuperable inconvenience in acting diametrically opposite to the opinion of a 
gentleman whose successes have raised him to the highest importance. General Gates has won the entire confidence of 
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