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John Darcy Noble : Rare Lovely Dolls of Two Centuries  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Rare Lovely Dolls of Two Centuries: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Antique doll reference bookBy CustomerMy wife Frances asked me 
to purchase this book for her on , as she heard it was an excellent book for her doll reference collection. Fran is an 

antique doll collector and a restorer of vintage dolls and has several dozens of doll books on this subject in our home 
library. Fran claims this is one of the very best books on rare collectible dolls. I was told the author, John Darcy Noble, 
was a curator at a museum in New York City (don't know which museum) however it's a delightful book to read as it 

covers most of the rare antique dolls from the past two centuries with detailed history of the dolls that adds to 
supplements the superb photos.15 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Rare and Lovely Dolls of Two 
CenturiesBy Fae MichI had the pleasure of meeting John Darcy Noble in 1999, and we've quickly become kindred 
spirits in the world of dolls. You can imagine my pleasure when he announced the publication of Rare and Lovely 
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Dolls of Two Centuries! Told only as John Darcy Noble can, the book takes you on a magical tour of history. Not only 
do you learn about the rare value of dolls in our history, but John tells of meeting these dolls in such a way that the 
reader is drawn into the life of each. For anyone interested in how dolls play a part in the history of mankind, for 

anyone who enjoys being drawn into different worlds, for anyone who would love to meet the author, I recommend 
Rare and Lovely Dolls of Two Centuries. It's a rare and lovely book.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
Fabulous bookBy Vivian LeeThe book is filled with photos of unique and beautiful dolls. John Noble has a wonderful 

style, and I am always searching for books and articles written by him. His words make the dolls come alive.

A pastiche of the most interesting rare and early dolls by the weaver of words, former curator of the Museum of the 
City of NY, John Darcy Noble. An expert on early wooden and wax dolls up to the early bisque dolls, Mr. Noble gives 

his insights into the social periods that produced these interesting and lovely dolls. Religious figures from the 17th 
century through toy dolls from the last quarter of the 19th are discussed and pictured. Enjoyable reading and an 

excellent reference on rare and unusual dolls, this is a "must have" book! 75 color photos 128 pages. 8-1/2" x 11" HB.

From the Back CoverViewing rare and lovely dolls through John Darcy Noble's eyes is to enter a fantasyland of 
enchantment. Whether he is a discussing the exquisite religious figure that are precursors of play dolls, telling stories 

about 18th century aristocrats' toys, or explaining about early 19th century commercially made dolls, John Darcy 
Noble's vision brings that era and society to life.About the AuthorJohn Darcy Noble was born in 1923 in Greenwich, a 

suburb of London on the river Thames, which at that time was still a Dickensian backwater. This creative little boy 
grew up well aware of and fascinated by the tangible relics of gas-lit London. Even his bedtime was signaled by the 

arrival of the street lamplighter, immortalized by Robert Louis Stevenson in the poem that John Darcy knew by heart. 
He began to collect old toys when he was six years old, Trading a nice new puzzle with a schoolmate, who had a 

curious china whistle, dating from about 1860, in the shape of a cigar with a little naked "Frozen Charlie" doll sitting 
astride it. That treasured whistle, still in John Darcy's possession, was soon joined by many other old toys. By the time 
he was ten, he could be said to have a toy collection, and by the time he was 16, it was a very nice collection indeed. In 

the meantime he had discovered how to research and had taught himself much about those old playthings that he 
loved. John Darcy graduated from London university with a Master's degree in Fine Art, and by the mid- 1950s was 

teaching in London's art schools, and had held several one-man shows of his haunting, decorative paintings in London 
and Paris. In the latter part of the decade he helped to mount exhibitions of old toys for the Royal Society for the 
Blind. Since this august institution was sponsored by several royal duchesses he was accorded much publicity for 

doing so, and received even more, when, with very little capital or backing, he helped Margerite Fawdrey to created 
Pollock's Toy Museum, the first of its kind in England. He came to the United States in 1960 and has never gone back-
not surprisingly, since within a few months of his arrival he was offered the position of Curator of the Toy Collection 

at the Museum of the City of New York, a position he was to hold for nearly 30 years. During this time his charismatic 
exhibitions, together with the drawing power of his writings and lectures on the subject so dear to his heart, have made 

that Toy Collection famous throughout the world. Now retired and living happily in a quiet, countrified part of 
Southern California, John Darcy continues to take a passionate interest in old dolls and toys. He spends sunny days as 

he has always done, painting and writing, and delighting in his own rarified collection of these fascinating relics of 
past childhood. He has always loved and made paper dolls and his published examples in this field are avidly 

collected. 


