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Rare Books and Special Collections

Sidney E. Berger : Rare Books and Special Collections before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Rare Books and Special Collections:

From cuneiform, coins, and codices to prints, drawings, photographs, and maps, departments of rare books and special
collections are the premier repositories of significant printed and manuscript works and artifacts. Entrusted with the
responsibility of preserving the records of history and culture, these institutions enable access to millions of source
materials. Berger, aveteran of rare book and special collections, offers alandmark examination of thisfield, aimed at
practitionersin the library field, instructors teaching courses on the subject, booksellers, private collectors, historians,
bibliophiles, and others involved in rare and unique materials. Showing readers everything they need to know about

rare books and specia collections, this wide-ranging book offers coverage of such key topics asThe profession s
history and its relevance in the face of an increasingly digital worldArchives relationship to the special collections
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department and their role in the wider institutionCollection devel opment, catal oging, processing, physical layout, and
other operational functions, with coverage of acquisition sources and methodsWhat everyone needs to know about the
physical materialsin their care, including preservation, conservation, and restoration, storage, handling, and security
Reference and outreach services, including alook at exhibitions and toursFundraising and financial managementL egal
and ethical issuesForgeries, fakes, and facsimilesBibliography and itsimpact on the rare book world, including alook
at booksellers, donors, and auctionsThe present state of books in our digital environmentThe vocabulary of the
tradeRare Books and Special Collections presents a meticulous and systematic understanding of this growing field.

A tour de force compendium of accurate, carefully evaluated information concerning rare books as physical objects
and the complex accountabilities associated with specia collections librarianship...will serve as an excellent textbook
for library school students and employees learning on the job, and could do much to raise standards for directing
specia collections departments nationally. -- Technical Services Quarterly This splendid book is an essential purchase
for libraries that have rare book collections and highly recommended as a reference source for libraries whose patrons
have inquiring minds. -- Technicalities a valuable resource for special collections librarians and students hoping to join
their ranks. -- College Research Libraries For students, this book is an indispensable introduction to rare book
librarianship, though it works equally well as a self-paced ready reference for library professionals, book history
scholars, book dealers, etc. --Information Culture: A Journal of History"A unique text, remarkable in its breadth,

Berger swork showcases how a dedicated career in rare books and special collections can lead to a lifetime of
discovery and erudition; and how an understanding of these rare and special physical materials ensures a place for
them in future libraries and personal collections." --Library Resources Technical Services'A tour deforce. Itis
comprehensive and should be on the reference shelf of every special collections department.” --Portal About the
AuthorSidney E. Berger isthe Ann C. Pingree Director of the Phillips Library at the Peabody Essex Museum in
Salem, Massachusetts, USA. Since 2002, he has been a professor at Simmons College in Boston, USA, where he
teaches Editing Copy and Proof, History of the Book, and Rare Books and Special Collections Librarianship. Sidis
aso an adjunct professor in the Graduate School of Library and Information Science at the University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign, USA. He has published and lectured widely on literary, bibliographical, and library subjects.



