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E. C. Coleman : Rank and Rate: Royal Navy Officers' Insignia Since 1856  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rank and Rate: Royal Navy Officers' Insignia Since 1856: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very informative bookBy AlexeyI chose this book because I am 
interested in the Royal Navy.The book was pleasant to me. I will recommend it to my colleagues0 of 0 people found 

the following review helpful. a must-have for any naval histroy buff.By jeffrey dunsonThe prestige and heritage of the 
Royal Navy in full colour, for the reader, to witness.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nice, necessary 
naval referenceBy resqspcThe military uniform can be a byzantine subject in the best of circumstances, and the British 

Royal Navy's uniforms can be an utter nightmare to the uninitiated. This guide is laid out in a fairly chronological 
fashion, with the peciliarities in titles and insignia explained in plain language. The illustrations--a mixture of period 
images, color photos and very high-quality color illustations--complete an excellent work that is an absolute must for 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1847971385


the collector and researcher alike.

For over a century and a half, since the Uniform Regulations of 1856 were introduced, identification of rank among 
officers in the Royal Navy, its branches and its reserves has not been restricted to a single, or even small number, of 

insignia. Rank may be seen on jacket cuffs, on shoulder badges, on shoulder boards and on epaulettes. It may be seen 
on swords and buttons, and in the manner in which buttons are worn. Cap peaks indicate rank, as do collars, cocked 
hat ornaments and cuff slashes. Rank insignia varies just as much between officers of similar rank. Cap badges and 
variants of gold lace stripes divide Executive from Civil branches, and from the Royal Navy and its reserves. Civil 

branches were further divided, and some remain so to this day, by the addition of color between the gold lace stripes. 
For the first time the complete range of Royal Navy Officers' insignia may be seen and studied in a single, 

comprehensive guide. The badges, buttons, stripes, wings and stars are catalogued separately in order of rank and date 
of introduction. Where possible, actual examples are used, and where not, an accurate as possible reproduction is 

offered. In addition, original photographs show the insignia being worn over the past 150 years.

About the AuthorErnest C. Coleman entered the Royal Navy as a 'Junior', and left thirty-six years later as a Lieutenant. 
A life-long student of the Royal Navy's history, he has published several books on the subject including a two-volume 
history of the Royal Navy in polar exploration. Ernest has always had a fascination with the Royal Navy's insignia. In 
this book he has pulled together all the research he has done as the first of a trilogy of works covering officers, ratings, 

and associated branches of the services. He is a resident of Lincolnshire, England. 


