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Jonathan Steinberg : Identifying Fountain Pens (Identifying Guide)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Identifying Fountain Pens (Identifying Guide): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My son loved the book and recommends it highlyBy sal mercadanteI 
bought this book for my son as an XMAS gift as he collects fountain pens. I found myself reading it and found it very 
informative. My son loved the book and recommends it highly.9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Two 

Nifty Books in OneBy Walter HeripUpon opening the package when it arrived and seeing the little book, my initial 
reaction to was disappointment. I scanned a few pages and simply put aside, until yesterday. Don't judge a book by its 
size or until you get beyond its poor organization by the book's designer. There are two very wonderful books in this 
dynamite little package -- once you understand it.As in his other books, Steinberg's text on the history of the pen is 
excellent and insightful. Once you discover that it is threaded throughout the excellent illustrations with captions -- 

from which the text is barely distinguishable -- there is a powerful pocket sized history of the fountain pen that allows 
the reader to grasp more than a century of sound history on the fountain pen. A history quickly available to the reader 
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in a single sitting. You will also find yourself wincing more than at Steinberg's periodic rye criticisms that keep the 
subject very alive. That's book number one and I'll read it a second time.The wonderful illustrations with captions 

form a second book that isn't as dynamic as the text. Too often the captions waver between perfect and way too brief -- 
"A streamlined red lever-filler" seams a woefully lacking in substance as a notation in an identification guide and is 

too typical for a number of these very lovely photo illustrations. But despite the occasional short cutting on the 
captions, the random placement of these many of photos often provide another needless jar to the reader, making one 
wonder why the connections to historic sequence so easily achieved were overlooked by the book's designer.I enjoyed 
this book a great deal. Even with these admittedly possibly petty problems. Should you want to get a quick grasp on 

the history and evolution of the fountain pen, this book will provide it. "Identifying Fountain Pens: The New Compact 
Study Guide and Identifier" offers enough to more than justify reading it and adding it to your collection at a modest 

price. It will certainly stay in my library to be referenced many times in the future for its solid, but brief, content.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Fountain of KnowledgeBy JenwardGot this book as a gift for my husband. 

He loves it! It has given him ideas of other types of pens he would like to buy!
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