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From Harry N. Abramsin association with the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston : Herter Brothers: Furniture
and interiorsfor a gilded age before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Herter Brothers: Furniture and interiors for a gilded age:

0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Thisitem was returnedBy Michael KelleyUnfortunately the Herter
Brothers book advertised on was llisted as a Hardbacked book, and it was not.....the book was returned.O of 1 people
found the following review helpful. An Important Book on a Fascinating PeriodBy Mark Provincetown MAA most
informative book on an often overlooked genre of the decorative arts. The richness and unity of interiors by firmslike
Herter Brothersis often overlooked today, and seeing individual pieces out of context often makesit difficult to
understand how these furnishings worked to create a unified whole in upper classinteriors of the later 19th century,
very few of which remain intact. The Metropolitan Museum of Artin NY C has recently installed a new period room
(acquired from the Brooklyn Museum) decorated by a competitor and sometime collaborator with Herter Brothers.
The accompanying exhibit includes some significant pieces by Herter Brothers and other important firms of the
period. The desireto richly ornament every surface in aroom, and the money required to do so, are somewhat foreign
concepts today, but make a fascinating study of the social values of the period. This book wonderfully exploresthis
eraand it's striving for aform of beauty, aswell asits desire to flaunt wealth through craftsmanship.6 of 7 people
found the following review helpful. Useful resource for Herter furniture researchBy A CustomerThis book isa
compendium of information related to late 19th century furniture makers. Photographs and references are essential to
research of the topic. Particularly helpful isthe chronology at end of book. Well-researched and photographed.
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In 1848, Gustave Herter arrived in America from Germany, fleeing political and economic chaos. His brother,
Christian, joined him a decade later. By 1875 their firm, renamed Herter Brothers, was supplying the White House
with furnishings, as it had been doing for some of America's wealthiest families since 1858. During this opulent
period, Herter Brothers could claim to be the leading cabinetmaking and decorating firm in the country.The Herter
brothers extraordinary accomplishment has never before been the subject of abook. Here, at last, is an in-depth study
of these talented men, their company, and its work, prized then as now for its design, richness of materials and detail,
superb craftsmanship, and splendid diversity. The best of the Herter Brothers furniture and interiors are displayed in
133 color and 167 black-and-white illustrations, including many close-up details as well as comparative work by rival
fine cabinetmakers of thetime in New Y ork and Europe.Herter Brotherstells the story of the company from its earliest
manifestations, when Gustave worked with other partners and alone, through his partnership with his brother, to
Christian's years as head of the firm and the end of his tenure. The book places the company firmly in its context,
international aswell as domestic, with an extensive discussion of the brothers' background and influences and an
absorbing narrative of the furniture and decoration trade in New Y ork City in the latter half of the nineteenth century.
Also described is the superb work done by the firm for their fabulously wealthy patrons - a who's who of the Gilded
Age, including J. Pierpont Morgan, William H. Vanderbilt, and Jay Gould - for whom the Herters created some of
their most lavish furniture and complete interiors. These commissions, many illustrated here, included woodwork,
plasterwork, lighting fixtures, window treatments, wall and ceiling paintings, carpets, textiles, mosaics, stained glass,
and decorative objects in addition to furniture.

From Library Journal Gustave Herter fled to Americain 1848, followed by his brother, Christian, in 1859. By 1875 the
furniture from the "Herter Brothers' shop was in great demand by Americas wealthiest families, who were decorating
in the opulent style that would give the erathe name "Gilded Age." Thisfirst in-depth study of the unique style and
creations of the Herters, who worked with exotic woods and ornate inlay combined with ebonizing and gilding, is
published in conjunction with an exhibit that will tour Houston, Atlanta, and New Y ork. Lavishly illustrated with 167
black-and-white photos of historic interiors and 133 color plates, including many close-ups of their detailed work, this
volume clearly shows why the Herters were wooed for their furnishings by J.P. Morgan, Jay Gould, Theodore
Roosevelt, and all the Vanderbilts. Fine supplementary reading for those who enjoyed the Wharton novel and Scorsese
film The Age of Innocence; highly recommended.Joseph Hewgley, Nash-ville P.L.Copyright 1994 Reed Business
Information, Inc.From BooklistExpertsin the field of decorative arts contribute historically detailed essaysto thisfine
book, serving as a catalogue for arecent exhibition that pays along overdue tribute to the lavishly crafted furniture
and art objects of Christian and Gustave Herter. If the Herter brothers name is not as well known as such
contemporary designers as William Morris, this book will be afitting introduction to the exquisite work they
produced. Many of the gilded, ornately carved, and marquetry-embellished cabinets, chairs, and tables pictured here
adorned residences of prosperous patrons--J. P. Morgan, William Vanderbilt, and the White House, among others. In
numerous color photographs and vintage images depicting entire interiors designed by their firm, this beautiful study
gives duly merited attention to the Herter brothers' legacy. Alice Joyce



