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Hans Boersma : Heavenly Participation: The Weaving of a Sacramental Tapestry  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Heavenly Participation: The Weaving of a 

Sacramental Tapestry: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Helps fish notice water, question pondBy El LagartoNot every day 
does a book lead you to question ways of understanding the world that have long seemed obviously true, and seriously 
consider that there might be important truth and benefit in a way of thinking that seemed like fuzzy headed fancy not 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802865429


so long ago. For me as a member of Boersma's target audience, a young evangelical disaffected with many of the 
predilections and thought patterns of the modern evangelical church, the book is hitting its mark.Does he answer all 
the important objections? Probably not. But the book opens a door to investigating things not previously on the radar 

for most of us.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A major influence on my own spirituality and 
practiceBy Paula HustonThere are certain books--not many--that feel like personal gifts, as though the writer had 

somehow gotten inside our heads and discerned what we couldn't yet put into words, then beautifully articulated what 
has been, sometimes for many years, deep but puzzling. This is one of those for me. I was hooked by the opening 

paragraphs, read it straight through, and was left with grateful tears in my eyes. And as a Catholic, I have nothing but 
grateful admiration for Hans Boersma, who's been willing to tackle a topic guaranteed to raise hackles among at least 

some of his Evangelical peers.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very good book. I recommend it 
highly for people who ...By Larry WoodVery good book. I recommend it highly for people who find the Catholic and 

the standard Protestant views on the LordSupper to woefully unsatisfying. The book places the matter in a more 
comprehensive context than our standard theologies.

Surveying the barriers that contemporary thinking has erected between the natural and the supernatural, between earth 
and heaven, Hans Boersma issues a wake-up call for Western Christianity. Both Catholics and evangelicals, he says, 
have moved too far away from a sacramental mindset, focusing more on the "here-and-now" than on the "then-and-

there." Yet, as Boersma points out, the teaching of Jesus, Paul, and St. Augustine -- indeed, of most of Scripture and 
the church fathers -- is profoundly otherworldly, much more concerned with heavenly participation than with earthly 
enjoyment. In Heavenly Participation Boersma draws on the wisdom of great Christian minds ancient and modern -- 
Irenaeus, Gregory of Nyssa, C. S. Lewis, Henri de Lubac, John Milbank, and many others. He urges Catholics and 

evangelicals alike to retrieve a sacramental worldview, to cultivate a greater awareness of eternal mysteries, to partake 
eagerly of the divine life that transcends and transforms all earthly realities.

David Lyle Jeffrey Baylor University "Hans Boersma makes a superb contribution to evangelical theological reflection 
in this well-designed book, and it goes a long way to drawing us back from the brink of a fashionable evangelical 

tendency to reductive historicism. His re-situation of the doctrine of the Incarnation in its historic sacramental 
language and thought opens up the way to a deeper understanding of the truths of faith that evangelicals and Catholics 
alike seek to comprehend and nurture."Robert Louis Wilken University of Virginia "Theology at its best, says Hans 

Boersma, is less interested in comprehending the truth than in participating in it. Skillfully marshalling passages from 
the church fathers and medieval theologians and drawing judiciously on contemporary evangelical and Catholic 

thinkers, Boersma shows that theology is not primarily an intellectual enterprise but a spiritual discipline by which one 
enters into the truth and is mastered by it. Though this 'sacramental tapestry,' as he calls it, is as old as the church, it is 

refreshing to have it presented anew in this engaging book."American Theological Inquiry "Starts a timely 
conversation about reform within evangelical Christianity."Journal of Spiritual Formation and Soul Care "I 

wholeheartedly suggest this book for seminary classrooms in spiritual formation and to every thinker who is engaging 
questions of spiritual formation."Bibliotheca Sacra "This is a book that is well worth reading as it provides an 

important background for and corrective to a missing component in contemporary theological reflection." s in Religion 
and Theology "Boersma's book serves as a valuable contribution to the bourgeoning evangelical reflection on the 

church fathers and medieval theologians."Theological Studies "The reader will learn much about the development of 
eucharistic theology as well as the movement ofnouvelle thologie."Catholic Library World "A brilliant and novel 
reconsideration of discovering spiritual realities alive in our mundane world."First Things "A promised sign of 

evangelical theology seeking to root itself more deeply in the tradition of the Church." 


