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Penny Drue Baird : Bringing Paris Home before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Bringing Paris Home:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. love the bookBy Beverly Tuthilllove the book!l live in the southwest
and alway wish someone would take atract home and show what can be done and howthis book is interesting to read
and informative on stylelots of great pictures! 19 of 21 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful photos but
little informationBy KathrynVBThisis agreat coffee table book and the photos are interesting. However, it isfilled
mostly with American houses that have tried to look European rather than the real thing, and there is absolutely
nothing to teach the reader about what distinguishes one period from another. I'm glad | bought it, but it missed an
opportunity to be much more valuable.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Linda
BoydDidn't realize the book would be missing the dust cover. Contents were enjoyable however.

Bringing Paris Home invites the reader to re-create the panache of French interior style in an American setting. Author
Penny Drue Baird shares her love and knowledge of French history and decorative arts and describes the design
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elements essential to an elegant French interiorarchitectural details, furniture, paint and wall covering, fireplaces,
lighting, and tabletop settings. A special chapter on shopping offerstips on finding treasures in the famed Marche aux
Pucesin Paris. Penny Drue Baird's highly engaging text, filled with reminiscences and anecdotes, brings the charm
and pleasure of Paristo life. Lavishly illustrated with Parisian scenes and completed interiors by Baird, Bringing Paris
Home s an essential resource for capturing the atmosphere of Paris.

"I could eat this book even without crme frache!" Gael Greene "Penny Drue Baird isaclassicist and at the sametime a
modernist. Her work is always fresh but still relates to the past, bringing European history to the twenty-first century.”
Mario Buatta "Penny Drue Baird is the only designer who can ferret out flea market finds to make rooms look like
Versailles." Wendy Maoonan "In this book, Penny Drue Baird gives you a glimpse into how to create a beautiful home,
blending classic design with a true modern elegance. | am sure you will come to admire her natural talent and
sophisticated eye, and her ability to entertain like areal Parisienne!l"Daniel Boulud "Perfect book for lovers of Parisian
architecture and decorating or just anything French . . . amust for any francophile.” Australian Country Collections
magazineAbout the AuthorPenny Drue Baird, one of Architectural Digest's Top 100 Designers, is renowned for her
knowledge of French decorative arts. Her firm, Dessins, is based in Paris and New Y ork. Her work has been widely
published in Architectural Digest and other prestigious magazines. The author livesin New Y ork, NY .Excerpt.
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.IntroductionAn indescribabl e feeling greets us when we step into the
streets of Paris. What isit about just being there that creates such a stir within us? All at once, we are surrounded by
physical beauty and by ethereal stimulithe smell of the streets, the sky, the street signs, the light. Can the air really be
that different? Europe in general, and Parisin particular, fills us with a tingling feeling; our senses are constantly
titillated. This heightened sensual experience stays with us throughout our visit. Can we bring it home?When | was a
young girl traveling to France and Europe the first few times, | had a physical reaction to being somewhere foreign.
This strangeness or foreignness wore off over time; the feelings are so ingrained in me that they have become part of
who | am. . .. Living in Paris presents an array of everyday chores made nicer by the surroundings, the choices, the
attitude, and the idiosyncratic Parisian lifestyle. Parisians are greatly influenced by intangibles like the seasons. Food,
wine, colors, habits all reflect seasonal differences. Parisians rarely leave their arrondissements. Each one supplies all
they needthe march, the bistrot, the caf, the school, the doctor, and favorite stores are al there. . . . | became an interior
designer by happenstance. Trained in child psychology, | found myself doing interior design. | was influenced by
Barbara DArcys design book as well as by my parents and by friends already in the field. | dabbled with my own
apartments, first in Chicago and later in New Y ork, supplementing my instincts with courses at the New Y ork School
of Interior Design. Asayoung girl, | had watched as my parents decorated their home with the help of an interior
designer. They chose Spanish-style furniture when all their friends chose faux French. The effect was chic and tasteful,
so much so that when they moved some thirty years later, my friends couldnt wait to buy the furniture. The pieces |
kept are chic and in style even today. Bringing Paris home is not as simple as adding lace curtains or provincia pottery
to your dcor. It is something much more subtle and much more personal. It has to do with the philosophy of European
living and many characteristics. To understand those characteristics, we need to take an exploratory stroll through the
streets of Paris, eyes and ears open, to see what we observe. . . bringing home both the intangible as well as the
tangible treasures that abound.



