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Ellen C. Gerth : Bottles from the Deep: Patent Medicines, Bitters, Other Bottles from the Wreck of the 
Steamship Republic  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 

Bottles from the Deep: Patent Medicines, Bitters, Other Bottles from the Wreck of the Steamship Republic: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Bottles from the Deep: Purchased at .comBy depYears ago my 
mother started collecting bottles, fueled mostly by my father's love of dump picking. As a result, I have been around 

bottles most of my life. Bottles from the Deep has many of the same bottles my mother collected although now I know 
much more of the history involved. The bottles in this book are from a shipwreck in the fall of 1865 off the coast of 
Georgia. Over 6,000 bottles were salvaged from the wreck site of the SS Republic. A fascinating history goes with 
each type of bottle along with pictures, the research on this must have taken forever and was very well done. A top 
notch book in my estimate and a wonderful read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Purchased for a 
friendBy PMCI ipurchased for friends who take their boat out and search for sea glass. This book is ideal and they 
love it!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An excellent first productBy Tom King"Bottles from the 

Deep" is, I think, the first published (in the paper sense) product of Odyssey Marine Exploration's impressive 
archaeological excavation of the steamship Republic, and doubtless it will not be the last. Some archaeologists shrink 
from the idea of a marine salvage firm doing good archaeology, but with the Republic Odyssey has shown how it can 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1933034076


be done; the Republic fieldwork is a model for deep-ocean archaeological investigation. What remains is to see how 
the data recovered are used and shared with the profession and the public. Ellen Gerth's book suggests that Odyssey 

will do well in this regard, too. The book provides a concise summary of the history of the shipwreck and its 
excavation, and then plunges into fascinating details about the various types represented among the thousands of 

bottles recovered. Stephen Sweet's Infallible Liniment, Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup -- it's amazing our ancestors 
survived the 19th century swilling such stuff. Very handsomely illustrated, Gerth's little book is a contribution to the 

archaeological literature that's fun to read. Not too big to be a stocking stuffer for one's favorite bottle nut, either.

Bottles from the Deep offers a fascinating tour through the bottles of the Civil War era. This illustrated softcover book 
presents the colorful examples from an amazing find of 19th-century bottles in a shipwreck in the deep Atlantic, 100 

miles off the coast of Georgia. The bottles were en route to New Orleans in October 1865, just months after the end of 
the Civil War. They reveal a time capsule of bottled goods of the times from popular herbal bitters (with their high 
alcoholic content) to quack medicines (Mrs. Winslows Soothing Syrup for Children) to condiments, fruit preserves, 

hair tonics, writing inks, perfumes, beer and wine, and much more.

"A handsome book." -- Jane Spillman, Corning Museum of GlassAbout the AuthorEllen C. Gerth is Curator of 
Collections for Odyssey Marine Exploration, the shipwreck recovery and marine archaeology company that 

discovered the wreck of the SS Republic in 2003. 


