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Anton Gerits : Books, Friends, and Bibliophilia: Reminiscences of an Antiquarian Bookseller  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Books, Friends, and Bibliophilia: 

Reminiscences of an Antiquarian Bookseller: 

3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. The unique and engaging autobiography of Anton GeritsBy Midwest 
Book ReviewBooks, Friends, And Bibliophilia: Reminiscences Of An Antiquarian Bookseller is the unique and 

engaging autobiography of Anton Gerits, a Dutch antiquarian bookseller. Readers are treated to a behind-the-scenes 
look at Europe's antiquarian book trade from 1950 to the present. Featuring a treasury of anecdotes and replete with 
colorful characters, Gerits writes of his dealing with true legends of the book trade such as H.P. Kraus, Maurice L. 
Ettinghausen, and Menno Hertzberger. Gerits life story is also the story behind the building of significant private 

libraries, as well as the Special Collections departments of institutional and academic libraries of Western Europe, 
Japan, America, and even behind the Iron Curtain during the bleak days of the Cold War era. A past president of the 
International League of Antiquarian Booksellers and the author of more than a dozen books, Anton Gerits' memoir is 
enthusiastically recommended reading, especially for book collectors, bibliophiles, librarians, academia, and members 

of the publishing community.

First edition. Books, Friends, and Bibliophilia is a unique autobiography by a very interesting Dutch antiquarian 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1584561386


bookseller. The book is also a well-written look behind the scenes of Europe's antiquarian book trade from 1950 to the 
present. With a story rich in anecdotes and colorful characters, Anton Gerits introduces us to many of the giants of the 

trade such as H.P. Kraus, Maurice L. Ettinghausen and Menno Hertzberger with both modesty and wit. He weaves 
within his work the stories behind the building of important private libraries and the Special Collections department in 

the institutional libraries of Western Europe and behind the Iron Curtain. Anton Gerits is past President of the 
International League of Antiquarian Booksellers. He is also the author of over a dozen books, however, this memoir is 
an excellent overview of his long and fascinating career and will be of interest to collectors and bibliophiles the world 

over. ix, 400 pages. cloth, dust jacket. 8vo..


